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The Gecko News
Principal’s Word

Despite the restrictions, South Halls Head has been a
hive of activity over the last two weeks. From farm
animals in the Pre-Primary to beach fun activities,
swimming lessons and league tag in the primary
classes! In what has been a challenging time for all, it
has been lovely to hear the laughter and see the
smiles of our students as they have joined in the fun.

Beach Carnival on the Grass
Due to the restrictions placed on our Years 3-6
swimming lessons, our Beach Carnival had to be
cancelled. To make up for the disappointment, Mr
Dowding put together a week of Beach Carnival fun for
all students to enjoy (Years 1 – 6) during their PE
lessons. Students have been seen surfing down the
slip ‘n’ slide, playing ‘beach’ volleyball and having lots
of fun with lots of water. A BIG thank you to Mr
Dowding for putting on these activities for our students.
Much fun has been had by all!

As the situation with COVID continues to grow, I
acknowledge the stress, worry and frustration that
comes from the constant updates and periods of
isolation. In times of high stress, kindness is key, and
I thank everyone who has offered support to those in
need around them. If you require any assistance,
please do not hesitate to reach out. Thank you.
Melanie Buller
Principal

COVID-19 Information
We remain under the very high case load settings
meaning the modified quarantine arrangements are
still in place for students and staff identified as close
contacts. In the event of a positive case, all parents of
students identified as a close contact will be notified
by the school.
If your child tests positive over the weekend or when
the school is closed, we ask that you please inform us
as soon as possible via the administration email:
southhallshead.ps@education.wa.edu.au or
alternatively: Melanie.Buller@education.wa.edu.au

Story Dogs
At South Halls Head, we are fortunate to have the
reading program Story Dogs with our wonderful
volunteer Brenda and her two dogs Poppy and Sykes.
The successful program has been running at our
school for 4 years and we would love to have some
more Story Dog volunteers at our school to further its
success. If you are interested please see the attached
notice for further information.

Years 3 – 6 Swimming Lessons

Purple Day

Our 2022 Years 3-6 swimming program draws to a
close tomorrow, having seen close to 300 students
partake in daily lessons at Doddi’s Beach. The shift to
the short course 5-day program has been very
successful with students enjoying the opportunity to
participate with their class mates. Well done to all
students and staff involved in making the program
such a success.

On April 1, the student councillors will be hosting
‘Purple Day’ to raise funds for Epilepsy WA. To join in
the fun, students can wear something
purple to school. This could be purple
socks, a purple mask, purple hair
accessories, a purple t-shirt or more!
Participating students are asked to
bring a gold coin donation on the day.

“A little spark of kindness can put a colossal burst of sunshine into someone’s life.”
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Farmer Mick
Last Friday, Pre-Primary turned into a farmyard with a
visit from Farmer Mick. The students had lots of fun
interacting with all of the animals. The fuzzy yellow
ducklings were a big hit as was Humphrey the
miniature horse and his toothy smile. Farmer Mick also
enjoyed his time at South Halls Head, commenting on
the tremendous behaviour of all the children.

Dental Therapy Centre
The school dentist is not currently accepting walk-ins
due to COVID-19 restrictions. If you have any queries,
please contact the dental centre directly on 9535
1798.

P & C News
Easter Eggstravaganza!
SHHPS P&C are holding an Easter Raffle to fundraise
for resources for our school community.
We are seeking families to voluntarily donate an
Easter item to go in the raffle, such as:




Interschool Rugby League Tag
Our Year 5/6 Rugby League Tag teams had an
amazing day out at the interschool competition last
Friday. Both teams made it to the grand finals. With
much cheering and tremendous effort and
sportsmanship too, our Division A and B teams both
came in second place. Congratulations to all on a fine
effort all round.




an Easter Egg (Please ensure you adhere to the
school’s no nut policy);
an Easter themed product (book, toy,
stationery);
an Easter basket, ribbons, cellophane etc.; or
a gold coin donation

Your child can start bringing their Easter goodies to
their classroom teacher between Monday, 21 March
and Friday, 1 April.
Each class will have its own raffle prizes drawn.
Completed tickets and monies can be placed in the
P&C box located on the veranda outside the front
office.

Canteen

School Board
Elections for parent representatives have recently
been held. Sincere thanks to all parents who
nominated and/or expressed an interest in joining the
School Board. The Board is pleased to announce that
Mrs Deb Maybury and Mr Paul Gallash were the
candidates elected to the available positions.

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED! The Canteen is in need
of volunteers for Friday’s. Do you have a spare 30
minutes or 1 hour on a Friday? Visit the ladies in the
Canteen for more information. Any help would be
appreciated.

“A little spark of kindness can put a colossal burst of sunshine into someone’s life.”

Dear Parents, Family and Friends,
South Halls Head Primary School has partnered with The Story Dogs
Program, a National Reading and Literacy Support Program.

But we would
love more
Story Dogs
teams in 2022!
Do you have a calm dog and have a passion for helping
students with their reading skills?
The School need volunteers and their pet dogs to read
with Year 2 students to help overcome reading
difficulties.

The Story Dogs Mission
‘To make reading fun for children, so they become confident lifelong readers.
No child should be left behind in literacy.’
The Program
When children read to a dog, the outcomes are amazing! It's non-judgemental, children's focus improves, literacy
skills increase and confidence soars. The non-judgmental, loving nature of dogs gives this program its magic and
helps children relax, open up, try harder and have fun reading to a friendly and calm dog.
Reading sessions take place in a quiet area of the school grounds, such as the library or outside the classroom. A
reading session is approximately 20 minutes long, where each child is one-on-one with the dog team.
Story Dogs handlers are volunteers trained to encourage emergent readers. This ensures the handler will not
judge the child and will help in a non-threatening way.
The children are usually Year 2 students generally between the ages 7- 8 years old who are chosen by our school’s
teachers. Parental consent is required before a child can participate in the program.

Story Dogs Facts
Story Dog Teams help over 2500 children each week with over 500 Dog Teams visiting over 280 schools in NSW,
QLD, VIC, TAS, WA and SA.
In WA we have over 70 Dog Teams in over 60 schools.

Is this you?
If you are able to volunteer a couple of hours a week, have a passion for helping young children and have a great
relationship with your friendly dog, please have a look at the website www.storydogs.org.au and contact
Amanda for more information.

Contact Details

Naomi Gallash

Ph: 9584 6200

E: naomi.gallash@education.wa.edu.au

Amanda Milroy

www.storydogs.org.au

E: amanda@storydogs.org.au

